
Another animal important to Missouri agriculture is the
pig. Early Missouri farmers usually raised pigs. By
1890, two million hogs were processed in Kansas
City’s processing plants every year. This was over four
times as many hogs as cattle.

During the late 1800’s and early 1900’s, pork
producers raised very fat hogs to meet the consumer
demand for lard, which at the time was used a great
deal for cooking.  After the end of World War II, the
demand for lard gradually decreased as other sources
of cooking oil were developed and consumers became
more health-conscious.

To produce a leaner, more muscular hog, farmers
selected the best breeding stock each year.  By
breeding the best boars to the best sows, the hog’s
body type and appearance changed year by year.
Today, farmers have succeeded in producing pigs that
meet the needs of consumers.  American consumers
want larger pork chops, leaner bacon, and less fat.

Pork Chops.  Bacon.  Sausage.  Footballs.  These are
all products that we think of when we think about pigs.
Pigs are important to us for many reasons.  However,
there are some new reasons that pigs are important in
our lives.

Agricultural scientists develop
new products that help us.
For example, scientists have
developed special pigs that
produce medicines. There
are some people whose
blood does not clot prop-
erly. Scientists introduced a
gene into some pigs that
cause them to produce the
needed blood clotting

protein in their milk.  The scientists
milk these special sows every day and use the

proteins to help the people whose blood will not clot.
Who knows how pigs will help us in the future!
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Different Pigs
Here are two pictures of pigs.  One was taken about 100 years ago

and the other shows a pig today.  They look quite different.  In

some ways, the pictures are almost opposites.  Opposite
means that two things are as different as can be.  In the pig

pictures, we see that one pig looks short while one looks long.

There are many ways that the modern pig is nearly opposite the

old fashioned pig. Look at the pictures.  On the lines below the

pictures, list words that are opposites that could be used to

describe each pig.



Missouri Hogs
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Missouri is one of the leading hog producing states. Here is a table from the1999 Missouri Farm Facts that provides
information about our hog industry.

1.  Graph the price per 100 pounds for hogs between 1994 and 1998:

2.  Why do you think hog prices change from one year to another?

3.  Find the price per 100 pounds of hogs in 1998.  Use this figure to find out how much one pound costs.

4.Look in a grocery store or grocery store advertisement and see how much a pound of pork chops and how much a
pound of bacon costs.  On another sheet of paper, create a bar graph that compares the price of each to the latest
price per pound of live hogs.


